Family Hurricane Preparedness: Portable Generators
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Precautions:

· Never use a generator in an enclosed space. Use only in an outside, well ventilated area.

· Don’t use a portable generator during a storm or hurricane. Do not use a generator in the rain unless it’s in a protected but well ventilated area. 

· Position the generator as far away from windows and doors as possible. Point the exhaust away from the structure. 

· Don’t allow children anywhere near a generator, especially if it’s running. Parts of the machine can get very hot. Show older children the most dangerous parts of the machine.
· Store gasoline and other fuel away from the generator.

· Store fuel in approved containers only. Check local regulations for limitations on the amount of fuel stores allowed.

· Never smoke or use open flames close to a generator or fuel supply.
· Keep a fire extinguisher close to the generator.
· Never fuel a hot generator. Wear protective clothes/shoes when fueling. Eye protection is also preferable.
· Position carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping areas and at the site(s) of entry of cords into the structure. Make sure alarm batteries are fresh. Assure that everyone in the house knows what the alarms sound like and what to do if an alarm goes off. 

· Never allow a portable generator to operate when there’s no adult on-site in case of problems.

· It’s preferable to have the capability to call emergency services (Fire/EMS) in case of trouble when operating a generator.

· Use cords of the appropriate gauge and type as recommended by the generator’s manufacturer. 

· Warning! Generator cords are a trip hazard.

· Never wire a portable generator into home circuitry unless the job is done by a knowledgeable electrician.

· Keep up preventive maintenance. Read the owner’s manual thoroughly.
· Know your generator’s limitations. Utilize a list of common appliance power consumption and plan your power usage accordingly.

· Keep track of generator run-time and fuel to assure that fuel doesn’t run out while the machine is operating. Run-time logs are important for preventive maintenance as well. 

· Keep generator covered and protected against weather when not in use.

Supplies for the Portable Generator Life
· Fuel stabilizer
· Spare fuel in approved storage containers
· Spare oil as specified by manufacturer
· Funnel for fueling
· Fuel siphon
· Protective eyewear for fueling
· Locally-approved containers for discarding waste oil/fuel 
· Basic tools with appropriate wrenches for drain plugs, etc.
· Fire extinguisher(s)
· Cat litter to absorb fuel spills
· Small notebook/pad and pen for generator run-time and fuel log
· Print simplified start/stop operation instructions. Consider labeling the start and shut-down sequences on the generator itself.  
· Carbon monoxide monitors for each sleeping area and at site of cord entry into structure
·  Flashlight or lantern for checking/fueling the generator in the dark
· Various lengths of manufacturer-specified cord
·  Surge-protected heavy gauge power strip(s)
· Multi-outlet adaptors
· Small, lightweight electric stick lamps with low-watt bulbs
· Refrigerator and freezer thermometers to assure safe food temperatures when operating a generator on a limited basis.
· Universal AC adaptors for fluorescent lanterns, portable TV, portable radio/sound system, weather radio
· A toaster oven is handy for cooking while on generator power.
· Consider marking cords with reflective tape or attaching a luminescent light source (“glow-stick”) to reduce trip hazards in the dark.
· Protective cover for generator
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